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Grand Lodge F&AM of Utah
Grand Master’s September 2009 Newsletter

 “If It Is To Be, It’s Up To Me” 
Greetings Brethren
Where did summer go?  I hope you filled it full of fun and frolic.  Now it’s time to turn our thoughts to - - - football - - - , I mean turn our thoughts to again picking up the working tools of a Mason and getting back to work.  Attend Lodge, support our youth groups, learn new ritual parts.  Be active, be involved.  
I hope many of you will join me for the “Peach Days” parade in Brigham City on Saturday September 12.  We’ll meet at the Amity Lodge No. 23 Temple, 305 South 100 East in Brigham City at 9 AM and proceed to the parade marshalling area.  Texas style BBQ at the lodge after the parade.  Dress is Tuxedo.

The September fun Masonic highlight is the “Rubbish of the Temple” Degree to be held in the Ogden Temple on Saturday September 26.  Not everyone knows that there is an unfinished auditorium in the Ogden Temple.  It is three stories high, with cinder block walls and dirt floor – a perfect setting for a true “Rubbish of the Temple” degree.  This degree will be done in full costume for both sections of the degree.  There will be 15 Fellowcrafts, music, and a PowerPoint presentation accompanying the lecture.  The lodge is set up in the unfinished auditorium, the costumes have been selected, the cast is set.  There will be a lady’s program during the degree followed by a celebration banquet.  The schedule is as follows:  Lady’s Program and First Section at 1 PM, Second Section at 2 PM, Banquet at 4:30 PM.  I have heard from several Idaho Masons, including the Grand Master, who plan to attend.  Now you need to register with WB Jim Sweet, jsweetinogden2@yahoo.com or the Grand Lodge Office.  Cost for the Banquet will be $25.00 per person and will include a commemorative “cannon.”  Time is short – do it now!
Looking ahead, this year’s Utah Masonic Leadership Academy will be held on Saturday October 10 beginning with breakfast at 0800 in the Salt Lake Masonic Temple.  It will follow last year’s format and the cost will be $55 each for breakfast, lunch, the Utah Code, Utah Cipher, and The First 100 Years of Freemasonry in Utah.  We had 98 attendees last year, let’s break 100 this year.  We will hold breakout sessions for Worshipful Masters, Senior and Junior Wardens, Senior and Junior Deacons, Secretaries, Treasurers, and all other masons.  We will provide actionable information you need to lead and manage your lodge.  

Brethren, talk to men you know who would be good masons about Masonry.  If they are interested in becoming a Mason, let them know about the Grand Master’s Class on October 24.  Petitions for the class must be presented and read at your September meeting and, with a favorable recommendation from the investigating committee, elected to receive the three degrees at your October meeting.  Brothers who are progressing through the degrees are eligible for the class and do not have to petition to do so.  A Mentor for each class member is a firm requirement for the class.  Cost for the class will be $75 for candidates and $40 for mentors.  Candidates will receive a Bible, all Candidate Ciphers, all Candidate Handbooks, the Alternate Proficiency Manual, and a Monitor.  Proficiency of the candidate will be decided by the Worshipful Master, per Section 3-8-7 (a).
It’s time for Holiday Nuts.  The Grand Lodge Ladies are selling Holiday Nuts to benefit our Youth Groups again this year.  Full details with order sheets and product descriptions will be sent to each lodge in September.  We will also make online ordering available on the Grand Lodge web site – www.utahgrandlodge.org.  The order period will extend from September 1 to October 15, 2009.  Delivery should be around Thanksgiving.  Stock up for the holidays and support our youth groups.

Let’s get the fall off to a good start.  Be productive in the quarries and enjoy each others company.
Sincerely and Fraternally

Loyd E. Davis, Grand Master
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